Snow Water Equivalent (in.)

River Watch Items for the June 2023 UWP Board Meeting

River Watch items of interest:

O
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Our sampling this month is somewhat later to accommodate the nutrient analysis schedule at
the state lab. We plan to collect samples, where access permits, between June 7™ and June
11", and ship nutrient samples on the 12 or 13%™. One new sampling site near the mouth of
Sneffels Creek was added in May, bringing our total number of sites to 12.

An arrangement was made with the Project 7 Water Authority in Montrose for analysis of
samples collected at and below Blue Lake for E. Coli. We hope to collect the first Blue Lake
samples near the end of June.

Our 2022-23 River Watch MOU was forwarded to River Watch on June 2M.

SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT AT
RED MOUNTAIN PASS

Reset Range Links

Nov 1 Jan 1 Mar 1 May 1 ul 1 Sep 1

Figure 1. Graph showing histories of SWE at the Red Mtn Pass SNOTEL (11,080 ft). Current water year as of June 5%
is shown by the dark line. Median curve is green.

Precipitation, streamflow, and reservoir storage:

O

The Gunnison Basin had lost most of its SWE by June 5, but still had an average of 5.4 inches
over all SNOTEL sites, which was 575% of the long-term median. For the Uncompahgre
watershed, the Idarado SNOTEL had lost all its SWE. At the Red Mtn Pass site at 11,080 ft,
shown in Figure 1, 12.5 inches of SWE remained on June 5%, which was 550% of the median.
The median date for complete snow melt at Red Mtn Pass is June 10™".

Figure 2 shows the streamflow graph at the USGS gauge near Ridgway for May 5" through June
5%, The graph shows an increase in runoff from the beginning of the month through the 26
when flow peaked at nearly 800 cfs. Steady high flow greater than median values continued
through the 31, then colder weather caused a decrease in streamflow through about June 4%,
The flow on June 5™ increased again to near the median for the date (~500 cfs).

Cow Creek and Dallas Creek had flows in May that were generally above median flows. Dallas
Creek had a peak of about 110 cfs on May 12" and Cow Creek had a peak of about 340 cfs on
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Creek flow was ~50 cfs,
above its median of ~20 cfs,
while Cow Creek flow at
~170 cfs was below its
average of ~240 cfs for the

date.

At Ridgway Reservoir
storage began increasing on
about May 15, going from
60,520 acre-ft to 63,970

USGS 09146200 UNCOMPAHGRE RIVER NEAR RIDGWAY, CO.
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New River Watch sites:
. from May 5th to June 5th, 2023. Triangles show median values for
o Site 959 o.n Sneffels Cree.k, cach date.
named Bridge at Camp Bird
Rd (361) was added to UWP’s site list.
o We are considering adding one additional site. Among the candidates are:

Uncompahgre River below the Dallas Creek confluence. Segment COGUUNO03d A, a
very short segment that was not assessed in the latest 303(d) list. Still listed as
impaired (with TMDL) for Cd-D, Cu-D, and Fe-T.

A second Sneffels Creek site in Segment COGUUNO5_E below Governor Basin. Previous
sampling sites above and below Atlas Mill. Retained on the 2022 303(d) list for Cd-D,
Pb-D, Zn-D, and Mn-D due to too few new samples to change listing.

A site on Billy Creek near its mouth. Segment COGUUN11_H, a segment previously
sampled by WQCD and USGS, but no new assessment since 2018. Currently on the
303(d) list for As-T and Fe-T.

A site on Alkali Creek above Ridgway Reservoir. Segment COGUUN10a_B, a segment
recently sampled by WQCD. Se-D was retained on the 2022 M&E List and FeT and As-T
were added to the 2022 303(d) list when 5 samples greatly exceeded standards for
aquatic life and water supply use.

A site on Pleasant Valley Creek above the confluence with Dallas Creek. Segment
COGUUNZ11_I has not been assessed since 2018. Currently on the 303(d) list for As-T.




