
Figure 1. The Uncompahgre Watershed in Ouray County from the UWP watershed brochure. Mine 
restoration project locations are shown by the star symbols. Governor Basin is a current project being led 
by UWP. 



  

Figure 2. Map of the Upper Uncompahge watershed showing the locations of past (red labels) and 
current (black labels) River Watch water quality sampling sites. 



 

Figure 3. From the UWP Uncompahgre Watershed Brochure. Brief descriptions of water quality and 
water quality standards based on water use. Graph at the lower right shows how the cadmium standard 
varies by water use, with the aquatic life chronic standard being the lowest. 



  

Figure 4. Map showing the Upper Uncompahgre watershed with metal impaired stream segments highlighted 
by dark colors. The metals causing impairment are noted in the legend and in the note attached to each 
impaired segment. (Map courtesy of CDPHE) 



  

                                                            

                                                           
                                                                
                                                                       

                                 
                                                         

Figure 5. Plot of average total alkalinity from eight River Watch sites on the Uncompahgre River, Red Mtn 
Creek and Canyon Creek. Data are from all June (high flow) samples collected between 2007 and 2018. 
The furthest upstream site is on the left and furthest downstream site is on the right. 

                                                                   

                                                               
                               
                                                
                                                                  

             
                                                                   

Figure 6. As in Figure 5 except showing a plot of average dissolved cadmium (Cd) from eight River Watch 
sites on the Uncompahgre River, Red Mtn Creek and Canyon Creek. The Cd chronic standard for aquatic life 
is shown by the red line. 



 

                                                            

                                                               
                               
                                                      
                                                               
                                     
                                      

Figure 7. As in Figure 5 except showing a plot of average total iron (Fe) from eight River Watch sites on the 
Uncompahgre River, Red Mtn Creek and Canyon Creek. The Fe chronic standard for aquatic life is shown by 
the red line. 


