
River Watch Items for August 2021 UWP Board Meeting 
 

• Ten River Watch sites were sampled on July 31st, August 3rd, 5th, and 6th. Samples on July 31st were 
taken during high runoff after a monsoon rain event. Samples in August were taken as flow declined 
after the last significant monsoon event. A separate set of samples for a RiverFest demonstration 
was collected and will show quite a range of water clarity. 

• The second River Watch 
sample at Blue Lake was 
collected on July 20th. Abe 
Proffitt (USFS project lead) 
accompanied me to collect the 
E Coli samples. We found 
human waste directly above 
the River Watch site, about 20 
feet from the stream. Abe has 
the results from the June E Coli 
sampling event, and he said all 
samples were below the 
drinking water standard but 
increased steadily from the 
mouth of the lake down to a 
site below the camping area 
near the trailhead. While inspecting the Blue Lake camping area Abe scattered at least three fire 
rings and warned one camper with a pile of firewood near her tent about the fire restriction in a 
wilderness. The positive experience of the trip was watching the cutthroat trout milling around the 
mouth of the lake (Figure 1). 

• Streamflow was heavily impacted by the monsoon rains in July.  
o At the USGS gauge near Ouray flow was below median values the first part of July but showed 

several strong peaks after mid-July. Seven peaks exceeded 200 cfs and one on 30 July was >500 
cfs. Flow dropped steadily after August 2nd, and as of August 9th was about 60 cfs, which is 
below the median of 100 cfs. 

o Ridgway Reservoir 
discharge was increased 
to about 430 cfs on 
August 4th, up from 
about 300 cfs before 
that date.  

o Dallas Creek streamflow 
for July and early August 
is shown in Figure 2. 
Flow was below median 
values until about 12 
July, then at or above 
the median flow for 
much of the period from 
12 July to 7 August. 
Three peaks reached at 
least 200 cfs. 

o Cow Creek streamflow 
was below average in 
July and early August, except for the monsoon period. On August 9th flow was near the average 

Figure 1. Cutthroat trout at Blue Lake on July 20, 2021. 

Figure 2. Streamflow graph for Dallas Creek near Ridgway from 1 July to 9 
August 2021.  



of 30 cfs. A River Watch sample was taken on July 31st when flow peaked near 160 cfs. The 
filtered sample required five filters in the muddy runoff. 

• Twelve water quality samples have now been collected for the CDPHE TMDL study; three at each of 
the four new sites. We hope to collect samples for at least another two months, but a couple of the 
sites along US 550 might be able to be sampled later into the fall. A meeting is being set up for 
September to revisit the TMDL data needs. Since flow measurements were not taken this summer, I 
would like to revisit that aspect of the data needs. 

  



 

Figure 3. Total alkalinity and hardness values from water quality samples collected on Imogene Creek 
above Camp Bird between May 2012 and July 2021. Samples were collected at or near the location 
shown in Figure 1. 


