
River Watch Items for July 2021 UWP Board Meeting 
 

 The new River Watch site on Imogene 
Creek above Camp Bird has been 
sampled twice, on June 3rd and July 
2nd. The sampling site is shown in 
Figure 1. 

 Ten River Watch sites were sampled 
between July 1st and July 3rd. June and 
July metals’ samples were sent to CPW 
in Denver on July 6th. The first sample 
at Blue Lake was taken by River Watch 
volunteer John Hulburd on June 21st. 
The trip went well, and the impact 
study group collected three E. Coli 
samples; at the lake outlet, at the 
River Watch site on E. Dallas Creek, 
and on Dallas Creek below the 
trailhead camping area. The July Blue 
Lake sample will be taken later in July, 
likely near mid-month. 

 Streamflow stats:  

o The Uncompahgre reached its 
highest flow at the USGS gauge 
near Ridgway on June 6th, with a 
peak slightly above 1200 cfs. Flow 
has steadily declined since then, 
at about 200 cfs on July 4th. 
Median is 370 cfs. 

o Ridgway Reservoir has continued 
to fill. Outflow is still only a bit greater than 100 cfs compared to July median of 300 cfs.  

o After very low flow in April and May, Dallas Creek has had flow >15 cfs since June 5th. Flow 
peaked at about 60 cfs between June 6th and 9th. Rain event produced a peak of 100 cfs on June 
26th. July 4th flow was 20-30 cfs compared to the median of ~50 cfs. 

o Cow Creek had a peak flow of 320 cfs on 5 June and is down to a relatively steady flow of 40-50 
cfs. 

 Figure 2 compares total alkalinity and hardness values from samples collected on Imogene Creek 
between 2012 and 2016. The June and July 2021 samples were collected and analyzed by UWP River 
Watch, while earlier samples were collected by CDPHE. Alkalinity values from higher flow months 
(May, June, and July) were quite similar, varying between 18 and 22 mg/liter. Hardness values 
showed more variation; one River Watch sample was less than the average of the earlier May to July 
values, and one sample was slightly greater. Looking at all sample dates, hardness and alkalinity 
were both greater during the lower flow months of September and October. 

  

Figure 1. Imogene Creek above Camp Bird. River Watch 
sample is taken in the stream just below the cascade. 



 

Figure 2. Total alkalinity and hardness values from water quality samples collected on Imogene Creek 
above Camp Bird between May 2012 and July 2021. Samples were collected at or near the location 
shown in Figure 1. 


