
River Watch Items for February 2021 UWP Board Meeting 
 

 UWP River Watch volunteers completed water quality sampling and testing at our six sites on 
February 1st, 2nd, and 6th 2021. As with January sampling no streamflow data was available at the 
USGS gauge near Ridgway or Cow Creek (both showed icing). The USGS gauge near Ouray varied 
from 20 to 30 cfs over the 30 days prior to sampling, which was similar to the median flow for the 
period. The gauge below the reservoir was showing 36 cfs through January and early February, while 
the 19-year median is 50 cfs. 

 

 Snowpack and precipitation update. The Gunnison Basin is at 73% of the 30-year median snowpack. 
The south part of the basin is doing better with Ironton, Idarado and Red Mtn Pass at 88-91% of 
median snowpack. The early part of the water year was dry, so total precipitation at Red Mtn Pass is 
only 69% of the median. 

 

 Abe Proffitt, coordinator for the USFS Blue Lakes visitor impact study, contacted Project 7 in 
Montrose regarding analysis of water samples for E. Coli, and they have agreed to do the analysis. 

 

 Update on our 10 February meeting with River Watch and CDPHE regarding the TDML project for 
the Uncompahgre Basin. 

 

 In updating water quality data collected in the watershed from 2018 through 2020 I discovered that 
CDPHE had collected samples at the same site used by River Watch on Dallas Creek (below Pleasant 
Valley Creek at the bridge on CR24). Three samples were collected between 9/17/19 and 6/18/20. In 
addition, CDPHE collected seven samples on Alkali Creek at Hiway 550 (Alkali Cr flows into Ridgway 
Reservoir just below 550) over roughly the same period. I will show the data from these samples 
next month. 

 



Two graphs showing how cadmium concentrations (top) and loads (bottom) changed from Lake Como to 
the confluence of the Uncompahgre with Red Mountain Creek. Data were from July and September 
2014. 


