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The Ouray Elks lodge has a unique fundraiser planned
for later this month — a traditional Scottish Burns Night
dinner.

“This is a first for southwestern Colorado,” said event
chairman John Lorimer. “It will be an interesting and fun
evening, both for people with Scottish roots and for the
general public.”

Lorimer said the birthday of Scotland’s most famous
son, the poet Robert Burns, is celebrated throughout the
world with food, music and toasts.

“We’ll have a great roast beef dinner, live bagpiping,
recitations of some of Burns’ most famous poetry and a
great Celtic band from New Mexico for music and danc-
ing,” Lorimer added. “We're flying in real haggis for you
to taste, we’ll have single-malt Scotch available, and
more.”

The Elks report that early interest in the evening
appears to be strong, with early reservations from as far
away as Buena Vista.

The event is Saturday, Jan. 23 and is open to the pub-
lic. The bar opens at 6 p.m., and dinner is at 7. Tickets,
$40 per person, may be purchased from Lorimer at 970-
325-7961 or by emailing jlorimer@lornet.co.

Attendees with Scottish heritage are encouraged to
wear their clan tartan, and anyone with kilts should wear
them.

“This is going to be a grand evening,” Lorimer said.
“All profits go to our charity fund, which provides schol-
arships, Santa Delivers, our annual Easter Egg Hunt and
other community benefits.”
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Uncompahgre Watershed
Partnership and Ouray County
Historical Society are partnering up to
offer adventurous snowshoers and
cross country skiers an opportunity to
explore a few historical mines in the
Red Mountain mining district on Jan.
30. Don Paulson, curator of the Ouray
County Historical Museum, is leading a
limited group of 20 people on the four
mile round trip trek to visit the Yankee
Girl mine, the town of Guston and the
Robinson mine.

Paulson will tell tour-goers the rich
history of mining during the 19th and
20th centuries in Ouray County. He
said that remembering the area’s her-
itage is the first step in preserving its
legacy.

"l think the mines are very impor-
tant because of the heritage for the
area," Paulson said. "The historic tours
industry is becoming very important to
Colorado's economy and 1 think it's
important for people that live around
here to know all about the history of
the area so they can appreciate why it's
important for us to have these sites
protected and preserved so that people
can enjoy them for another 100 years."

Paulson stressed that enjoying and
preserving these structures isn't about
preventing future mining but rather
remembering the historically signifi-
cant role that mines like the Yankee
Girl played in shaping the economy of
the area.

"I'm primarily concerned with side

Ouray Winter Recreation
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Second Sunday Cinema’s January film is
“ROOM,” the extraordinary story of Jack, a
spirited 5-year-old who is looked after by his
loving and devoted mother. Like any good

Jack happy and safe, nurturing him with
warmth and love and doing typical things

Winter tour offers chance to glide back into history
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no
interest in
preventing
people
from
accessing
their right to mine their property, but
we would like them to do that in such
a way that preserves these structures
that are over 100 years old."

Yankee Girl mine produced over
$12 million in silver between 1882 and
1898, and the Guston and Robinson
mines each produced about $6-8 mil-
lion worth of silver each. Yankee Girl
mine is one of the most iconic and
photographed mines in Colorado, and
the winter setting gives tour guests a
stunning photograph opportunity.

"The head frame of the Yankee Girl
mine, the original one, was burned in
about 1900," Paulson said. "Then this
one was built somewhere between
1900 and 1905, so it’s 110 years old at

least and it's the iconic structure you

Ma dedicates herself to keeping

less,

Tour-goers on skis and snowshoes view the iconic Yankee Girl mine
during the 2014 Winter Mining District tour.

Courtesy photo

see as you drive up Red Mountain
Pass."

Along with the mines, Paulson will
give guests history on the names of the
mountains and the history of the towns
and of the Silverton Railroad. The tour
is open to anyone with skis or snow
shoes, and you can sign up on
www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/even
t/2016wintertour.

"It's a nice way to safely explore the
mining  district
Agnieszka Przeszlowska, UWP project
coordinator, said. "It's also a great way
to meet people that enjoy getting out-
side in the winter."

UWP will provide hot chocolate and
cookies but asks that tour guests bring
their own lunches on the tour.

. . . "
1in  wintertime,

Film is moving story of a mother’s love

10-by-10-foot space that Ma has

euphemistically named Room.

Ma has created a whole universe for Jack
within Room, and she will stop at nothing to
ensure that, even in this treacherous envi-
ronment, Jack is able to live a complete and
fulfilling life. But as Jack's curiosity about
their situation grows, and Ma's resilience
reaches its breaking point, they enact a risky

plan to escape, ultimately bringing them
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