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In the ore-rich, yet naturally 

acidic San Juan Mountains, 

historic hard rock mining has 

contributed heavy metals and 

acid mine drainage to natural 

processes in  headwater 

streams of the Uncompahgre 

Watershed.  Consequently, 

many of our streams do not 

meet water quality standards 

for metals (ex. Cadmium, Zinc, 

Iron, Lead) and are on Clean 

Water Act’s section 303(d) list 

of impaired waters, meaning 

pollutants in the streams de-

grade beneficial uses such as 

recreation, aquatic life, water 

supply or agriculture.  Alt-

hough remediation work of 

several mines in the Red 

Mountain Creek drainage has 

been conducted by Idarado 

Mining Company for several 

decades, there are hundreds of 

abandoned mine sites contrib-

uting metals and acid mine 

drainage to other streams in 

our watershed.  The UWP will 

be working in these streams to 

help clean-up legacy mine sites 

(those without liable parties) so 

that over time, water quality 

can be improved and beneficial 

uses restored. 

In 2014, we will be starting our 

biggest project to date: mine 

remediation at three legacy 

mine sites in the Upper Un-

compahgre Watershed:  Atlas 

Mill on Sneffels Creek, Michael 

Breen Mine on Uncompahgre 

River (Engineer Pass road), 

and Vernon Mine in Gray 

Copper Gulch.  This will be a 

precedent-setting collaborative 

effort which will engage an 

active mining company: Reve-

nue-Virginius’ Star Mine Oper-

ations, a local watershed group: 

the UWP, the US Forest Ser-

vice, state agencies: Colorado 

Division of Reclamation, Min-

ing, and Safety (DRMS) and 

Colorado Department of Pub-

lic Health and Environment 

(CDPHE), and local entities: 

contractors and Ouray County 

Historical Society.   

Although the project will be 

largely funded by a CDPHE’s 

Nonpoint Source Program 

grant and funding from the 

Water Quality Improvement 

State of the Unc 

Service in our Community 
2013 was a busy year for the 

UWP staff and our wonderful 

group of volunteers!  Some 

projects we did together in-

clude:  

 Worked to rid the county 

of noxious weeds through 

weed pulls.   

 Stabilized river banks by 

planting willows and car-

ing for last years planting 

projects. 

 Reduced runoff by plant-

ing seedlings and grasses 

to reduce runoff in the 

hills. 

Our most ambitious volunteer 

project this year  though was to 

become the official adoptees of 

Rollans Park in Ridgway.  

Paths were cleared, trees were 

mulched and park equipment 

was sanded and stained.  Even 

the Ridgway shop class pitched 

in to install new fencing and 

stain the benches in the out-

door classroom! 

We are looking forward to 

another year of environmental 

stewardship work in our com-

munity. 
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UWP By the Numbers 

2  Business Memberships 

22  Individual 

 Memberships 

13  Family Memberships 

4  River Watch                

 monitoring sites 

6  Outdoor Hikes 

12  Volunteer Days 

64  Volunteers 

443  Volunteer Hours 

27 Educational 

 Sessions 

529 Children Educated 

 on watersheds 

Fund, all parties will con-

tribute tremendous cash 

and/or in-kind services. 

We will begin the multi-year 

project by collecting water 

samples at the three sites to 

establish a baseline data set 

continued on page 4…                

The Uncompahgre River 



that summer and the Mosaic   

Community Project offered to 

adopt the festival.  The Town 

of Ridgway gladly agreed,   

happy in the knowledge that 

the festival would               

continue.  The 2008 River  

Festival saw the introduction 

of many new river races, in-

cluding the infamous “Junk of 

the Un” race as well as the 

exciting “Whitewater Rodeo”! 

In the years since the first  

River Festival took place, com-

munity members have come to 

look forward to this annual 

celebration in Rollans Park 

along the banks of our        

Uncompahgre River.  In 2011 

the UWP joined the Mosaic 

Community Project in organiz-

ing the festival,  managing the 

Watershed Education Tent and 

Kid’s Eddy. In 2014 the festi-

val torch will be passed once 

again as the UWP takes over  

management from the Mosaic 

Community Project. 

This year Ouray County will 

see the continuation of the 

Ridgway River Festival as 

UWP Board members are hard 

at work gathering supplies, 

organizing volunteers and 

rounding up participating or-

ganizations to make 2014 a 

River Festival to remember! 

Mark your calendar for Satur-

day, June 28th, 2014 and 

watch our monthly newsletter 

to register for river races, edu-

cation, and fun in Rollans Park! 

Ridgway River Festival  

Did you know that the Ridgway 

River Festival has been         

happening since 2005?  At the 

completion of a restoration  

project in Rollans Park, the 

Town of Ridgway decided to 

celebrate.   People gathered in 

the river side park for the     

dedication of a new footbridge 

and constructed wetland.  The 

first Riverfest was a small and 

festive gathering where people 

picnicked on the shore and 

stood for a group photo on the 

bridge.  It was a great start for 

the now annual community 

event! 

The festival grew in its second 

year, with the addition of live 

music, food vendors, and the 

inaugural run of the Rubber 

Ducky River Race!  New       

children's activities came to the 

festival, which added an ongoing 

educational component.  These 

stations were later expanded 

into the Watershed Education 

Tent, and Kid’s Eddy where 

curious children and adults can 

learn about the water cycle,    

watershed ecosystems, get their 

face painted and 

munch on delicious 

solar oven baked  

cookies in the park. 

In 2007, the Town 

put the Riverfest on 

hold in order to focus 

their energies on cre-

ating “Autumn Fest”, 

which developed into 

the popular summer 

Ridgway Music       

Concert Series. How-

ever, area locals 

missed the Riverfest 

“In 2014 the festival 

torch will be passed 

once again as the UWP 

takes over management 

from the Mosaic 

Community Project.” 
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The first Ridgway River Festival in 2005 

Whitewater Rodeo 2012 

Duckies for 2014! 

We have two                 

Board openings! 

If you are interested in    

serving on our Board of   

Directors contact us at: 

uwpcoordinator@gmail.com 

Thank You to our Board: 

Ken Lipton 

Jerry Roberts 

Judi Chamberlain 

Scott Williams 

Anthony Ramsey 

Dennis Murphy 

Bob Larson 

Thank You for Serving! 

Ben Tisdel  

Jack Flowers 



Watershed Education 2013 

Coordinator’s Note 
service days in late summer, an 

invited speaker or film in late 

fall, monthly water sampling 

on the Uncompahgre River for 

Colorado’s River Watch pro-

gram, as well as various com-

munity outreach and school 

educational programs in be-

tween. There will be many 

opportunities for you to get 

involved.  You can attend an 

open Board meeting, join a 

special committee, participate 

in UWP events, volunteer for 

our projects, become a mem-

ber or support UWP’s mission 

with a charitable contribution.   

2014 will also be a year of tran-

sition for UWP as support 

from the AmeriCorps OSM/

VISTA program comes to an 

end in late April 2014. The 

UWP has been fortunate to 

have five talented Volunteers 

In Service To America 

(VISTAs) serve our organiza-

tion and the Ouray Communi-

ty in recent years.  Our current 

VISTA, Rhianna Williams, 

joined us in April 2013 and has 

been coordinating UWP’s out-

reach, education, and fundrais-

ing efforts.  She has also pre-

pared several grants, developed 

UWP’s membership and vol-

unteer programs, and volun-

teers with several local organi-

zations.  Rhianna is concur-

rently a Master’s student at 

Michigan Technological Uni-

versity in Houghton, MI pursu-

ing a degree in Environmental 

and Energy Policy.  And, as 

part of her thesis is conducting 

research on water use in Ouray 

County.  This report will be a 

valuable tool for informing 

water users in our community 

on the status of our local water 

supply. 

We look forward to working 

with you in 2014!  

The 2013 was a milestone year 

for the UWP.  We incorpo-

rated as a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

corporation, recruited a new 

Board of Directors, moved to a 

new office in downtown Ridg-

way, rolled-out a membership 

program and secured funds for 

our biggest implementation 

project yet (see “State of the 

Unc”).  We thank the original 

Steering Committee for con-

tributing to these accomplish-

ments:  Rein van West, Jeff 

Litteral, Bob Larson, Debbie 

Cokes, Ken Lipton, Ben 

Tisdel, Pat Willits, and Mar-

shall Pendergrass.  

2014 promises equally fruitful 

with various programs and 

events: the annual San Juan 

Mining Conference on Apr. 24

-25, Ridgway River Festival on 

June 28, our first mine remedi-

ation project this summer, 

Rollans Park Adopt-a-Park 

We have remained committed 

to engaging and educating peo-

ple of all ages in watershed 

education.  Over the past year 

the UWP has worked with the 

wonderfully dedicated staff of 

both Ouray and Ridgway 

Schools to deliver hands on 

watershed education to all ages. 

Highlights of 2013 include: 

The Ridgway 4th Graders cele-

brated Earth Day this year by 

planting native grass seeds and 

pine trees in order to help an 

area decimated by mistletoe 

kill.  The Ridgway 3rd Graders 

continue to partici-

pate with the UWP in 

the River Watch 

monitoring program 

and learn about the 

measure of river 

health such as pH, 

alkalinity, and tem-

perature. 

The Ouray Soph-
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Thank you!   

To all of our Members! 

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP 

Sacred Water Consultants 

 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 

Scott & Sheelagh Williams 

Jerry Roberts 

Ray & Lisa Mc Janiel 

Al Lowande & Roxanne Evans 

Jeff Litteral  

Sue Husch 

Randy Gregory 

Richard Godfrey 

Angela Ferrelli 

Michael Cassidy 

 

INDIVIDUAL  

MEMBERSHIP 

Pat Willits 

Dee Williams 

Gayle Veum 

Rein van West 

Tulen Van Arsnel 

Tyler Van Arsdell 

Rick Trujillo 

Ben Tisdel 

Jen Parker 

Chris Landry 

Kate Kellog 

John Hollrah 

Peter Hackett 

Michael Covington 

Jack Brauer 

Mike Boruta 

Judith Bartlett 

Bob Albrecht 

Ridgway 3rd Graders learn about the bugs/

macroinvertebrates  that indicate river health. 

more biology class learned how to 

conduct a river bug survey and 

what kinds of bugs indicate river 

health and why. 

The UWP staff participated in the 

Montrose Natural Resource day 

where students from Ouray to 

Delta spend a day in the park 

visiting stations on agriculture, 

history and watersheds. 

Through a Captain Planet Grant 

the UWP was able to buy water 

testing kits for use in both Ouray 

and Ridgway schools.  The kits 

are available at the UWP Ridgway 

office and can be loaned out by 

emailing uwpvista@gmail.com. 

We look forward to another great 

year learning about our water! 

Agnieszka Przeszlowska and 

Rhianna Williams outside the 

UWP Office in Ridgway. 



Partner of the Year: Arlene Crawford 
has partnered with the UWP to 

organize Lake Appreciation 

Day as well as train UWP VIS-

TAs on how to conduct sam-

pling for the River Watch Pro-

gram.  In fact Arlene intro-

duced the River Watch pro-

gram to our area.  Thanks to 

her efforts there are 10 sites 

being monitored from Ironton 

to below the Ridgway Reser-

voir. 

Arlene not only enjoys teach-

ing others about the outdoors 

she also likes to get outside 

herself by hiking, hunting, and 

Arlene Crawford has been 

working for the Ridgway State 

Park for 12 years.  She devel-

ops and runs the curriculum 

for the “Parks in Education” 

Program at the park.  Some of 

Arlene’s Programs include 

Disabled Vets Fly Fishing, and 

the highly successful two week 

long Bird Banding Project 

where students from Delta, 

Montrose, Ouray, and Delta 

visit the park and learn all 

about birds and their environ-

ment. 

For the past three years, Arlene 

Our Mission: The Uncompahgre Watershed Partnership exists to help protect the economic, natural, and scenic values of the Upper 

Uncompahgre River Watershed.  The Partnership works to inform and engage all stakeholders and solicits input from diverse interests to 

ensure collaborative restoration efforts in the watershed.  

Agnieszka Przeszlowska 

970-416-5372 

UWPCoordinator@gmail.com 

 

Rhianna Williams 

970-325-3010 

UWPVISTA@gmail.com 

 

Mailing Address 

133N Lena #3a 

PO Box 392 

Ridgway, CO 81423 

of waste rock (piles of coarse 

material leftover after ore pro-

cessing), re-vegetation and 

diversion of drainage from 

mine adits around sensitive 

areas.  DRMS will lead the 

remediation efforts at these 

two sites.  At the Mickey Breen 

site, we will also work with 

Ouray County Historical Socie-

ty to construct an interpretive 

sign and stabilize a mine load 

out structure adjacent to and 

visible from Engineer Pass 

road.  This structure is one of 

the hallmarks of our local min-

ing heritage. 

The last phase of our project 

will include additional sampling 

of water quality and macroin-

vertebrates (i.e. stream bugs) 

after clean-up is completed at 

the three project sites.  This 

to which we can compare out-

comes of our remediation ef-

forts.  Work on the Atlas Mill 

site will include removal of 

tailings (fine material leftover 

after ore processing) from 

Sneffels Creek streambanks 

and valley bottom, re-

vegetation of the area and crea-

tion of two small wetlands.  

Much of the earth-moving 

work and offsite tailings re-

moval will be conducted by 

Star Mine Operations who plan 

to reprocess the tailings in an 

underground mill.  Western 

Stream Works of Ouray, CO 

will lead re-vegetation and wet-

land work while DRMS pro-

vides technical oversight. 

Work at the Michael Breen and 

Vernon Mines is scheduled for 

2015 and will include removal 

information will be compared 

to information gathered before 

implementation of projects to 

evaluate the impact of our res-

toration efforts.  Additionally, 

in 2016 and 2017 we will col-

lect more water and macroin-

vertabrate samples in other 

headwater streams to identify 

future mine remediation sites.   

Please visit our website to learn 

more about these projects, 

support these clean-up efforts 

and learn about related field 

tours and informational events.  

You can get all the latest infor-

mation by signing up for our 

monthly e-newsletter on the 

bottom of our homepage. 

State of the Unc continued... 

 www.uncompahgrewatershed.org 

Phone: 970-325-3010 

E-mail: uwpcoordinator@gmail.com 

www.uncompahgrewatershed.org 

Check us out on the web for updates, sign-up for monthly e-newsletters, and download the watershed plan. 
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fly fishing.  Arlene is always a 

pleasure to work with and we 

always learn something new 

when we do!  Thank you Ar-

lene for all of your work with 

the UWP! 

Arlene, 2012 Lake 

Appreciation Day  

H2O Jo 


