
Thanks for your interest in the Nov. Uncompahgre Watershed Partnership Mtg! 
Date: November 18, 2010 /// Location: Ridgway Community Center 

 
Attendance was 23 people strong: Bob Risch, Camille Price, Chuck Heywood, Chuck 
McDaniel, Don Kellogg, Don Orcutt, Elizabeth Roscoe, Jeff Litteral, Kate Tallerday, 
Mike Berry, Norm Brooks, Pat Willits, Paul Van Ryzin, Peter Butler, Rachel Boothby, 
Rocky Bentley, Roland Holzwarth, Sarah Sauter, Shelley Bolus, Susan Mills, Tony 
Chelf, and Wayne Quade 

Minutes of Meeting that took place 3:30-5:30pm 
- John Wesley Powell’s definition of a watershed is “that area of land, a bounded 
hydrologic system, within which all living things are inextricably linked by their common 
water course and where, as humans settled, simple logic demand that they become part of 
a community.” The UWP formed to engage the community in creating a dynamic, 
strategic Plan to assist future decision making for the Uncompahgre Watershed. Rachel 
shared how other area watershed groups with mining impacts have approached the same 
process yet framed water quality goals in different ways that suited the group. 

- Peter Butler shared how the Animas River Stakeholders formed in 1994 to address 
water degradation largely attributed to past mining in/around Silverton. The group was 
motivated by the threat of Superfund designation by the Environmental Protection 
Agency and took it upon themselves to evaluate sources of metal contamination and 
prioritize sites for remediation. The sole focus is “to improve water quality and habitats 
in the Animas River through a collaborative process designed to encourage participation 
from all interested parties.” Butler encourages that watershed groups focus on one issue, 
to avoid conflicting interests. 

 Butler is also a member of the Colorado Water Quality Commission, which 
rotates its regional rulemaking focus each year. In 2012, the Water Quality Control 
Division will focus on the Gunnison and San Juan Basins, with its agenda development 
meeting in November 2011 and official hearing in June 2012. 

- Camille Price explained her role at the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) with the Idarado Superfund Site and its Consent Decree. The 
project was started in 1993 and finished in 1998, with a 10-year goal to meet standards in 
2008. There have been complications with meeting the parameters necessary to validate 
the water samples, so although it is known that the standards have not been met, legal 
action cannot be taken. She strongly encourages engaging Newmount Mining (owners of 
Idarado) in a discussion of the Consent Decree and remaining water quality concerns. 
- Jeff Litteral, local Project Manager of Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining, and 
Safety, volunteered to head the UWP Mining Committee. He is looking for interested 
stakeholders to continue today’s discussion. Tasks of the committee may include: 
inventorying and prioritizing mining impact sites, preparing for the Watershed Plan, 
communication with Newmount. Contact: jeff.litteral@state.co.us.  

 
- Rapid River Bioassessment Recap: Big success, looking forward to another next year! 

- Winter Event Planning: Rein van West will coordinate Nordic Ski Tour Fundraiser. 


