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A Year of Milestones
 

    Even before the Uncompahagre 
Watershed Partnership (UWP) 
was a nonprofit, we were con-
tributing to our community’s 
knowledge about our water 
resources, restoring riparian 
areas, and planning water quality 
improvement projects. We 
started as a grassroots coalition 
of citizens, local and regional 
governments, nonprofits, and 
federal and state agencies in 2007, 
which means we’ve been making 
a difference for our watershed 
resources for 10 years already. 
No wonder 2017 was so full of 
milestones – our current staff and 
volunteers are supported by a 
strong foundation built by many, 
many people.
     Please take a moment to read 
about another year of 
accomplish-ments in this report. 
Thank you for your interest and 
support!
 

Tanya Ishikawa
UWP Communications Director

2017 San Juan Mining & Reclamation 
Conference in Ouray
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To sign up for email updates, donate 
and learn about our activities and 

volunteer opportunities, visit http://
www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/

Returning to its origins, the 7th 
Annual San Juan Mining & Reclama-
tion Conference was held at the Ouray  
Community Center in May, and 
included an opening reception with 
storytelling by local mining experts. 
Field tours featured visits to UWP’s 
Sneffels Creek bank stabilization project, 
Ouray Silver Mine’s mining operations, 
mitigation designs in the Canyon Creek 
sub-basin, and Idarado’s past and pro-
posed remediation projects in the Red 
Mountain Creek sub-basin. 
     The conference theme, “Coming Full 
Circle: Making a Difference and Forging 
Ahead” recognized the annual event’s 
return to Ouray, its first location, after 
being hosted by Silverton, Lake City, 
Creede, Telluride, and Durango over 
the past five years. Approximately 160 
individuals attended the 2017 confer-
ence, where they had the opportunity to 
examine lessons learned from reclama-
tion projects across the region, how they 
are making a difference environmentally, 
and what reclamation will look like in 
the future. We had the opportunity to 
consider how industry in the region has 

utilized innovative mining technologies 
and environmental mitigation plans to 
energize hardrock mining in the San 
Juan Mountains.
     UWP was one of  several conference 
organizers including Mountain Studies 
Institute,  San Miguel Watershed Coali-
tion, Colorado Division of  Reclamation, 
Mining and Safety, Animas River Com-
munity Forum, Animas River Stakehold-
ers Group, Willow Creek Restoration 
Committee, and Lake Fork Valley Con-
servancy. The event was funded through 
grants, sponsorships and exhibitor fees. 
Grantors included Colorado Department 
of  Public Health and Environment, Col-
orado Division of  Reclamation, Mining 
and Safety, and the Ouray-based Frank 
L. Massard Trust. The presenting spon-
sors were Ouray Silver Mines and New-
mont Mining Company. Funds raised to 
put on the conference totaled $28,545, 
and in-kind and volunteer services were 
valued at approximately $11,400. 
     See who presented at the conference 
and the rest of  our generous sponsors, as 
well as video and audio recordings, online 
at http://www.mountainstudies.org/sjmrc2017/.

UWP Project Manager Agnieszka Przeszlowska 
speaks to field tour participants.
Photo by Priscilla Sherman.
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Celebrating a watershed event, the Ridgway River-
Fest turned 10 on June 30, 2017. A true community celebra-
tion of  summertime fun in the outdoors, highlights of  the 
festival included:
• Live music by local favorite, blues guitarist and vocalist 

Kipori “Baby Wolf ” Woods and musical guests
• Ute historian Roland McCook Sr.’s cultural presenta-

tion, complemented by Native American flute music and 
storytelling by Eldean Ketchum

• Magical fairy forest crafts, face painting and fun with 
Yogini Circus entertainers, watershed education activities, 
and snow cones made by the Voyager Youth Program

• River Rat Marketplace with more than 100 silent auction 
items from local and national companies

• Locally brewed beers from Colorado Boy and energeti-
cally crafted margaritas by “Glenda the Blenda” bicycle

• Festival food from Melry’s Lunchbox and Chee-Z Does It
• Rowdy river races with awards hand-crafted by Ridgway 

artist Joanne Taplin
• Junk of  the Unc winners: Fastest- Willy Krois on Roof  Rid-

er; Best Original Design- Clint Estes on Rocketsh**; Best of  
Youth- Kaden Whaling and Bernard Baer on Toybota; Best 
Use of  Materials- Robert Guston on River Ranch Rider

• Stand Up Paddle Board winners: 1st- Tyler Van Arsell; 
2nd- Deb Willits; 3rd- Greg Johnson

• Inflatable boat winners:1st- Sharon Brown, Dan, Xander and 
Orion Catron; 2nd- Charles Heywood; 3rd- Diane Winger

• Hard Shell boat winners: 1st- Al Lowande and Judi 
Chamberlin; 2nd- Ben and Spirit Loc

• Fifty-plus volunteers, led by UWP board members and 
festival coordinators Tanya Ishikawa and Pamela Cannalte

• Class V sponsor: Double RL Ranch; Class IV: Alpine 
Bank, J. David Reed P.C., Town of  Ridgway, Renewal by 
Andersen, RIGS Adventure Co., Ridgway Mountain Mar-
ket, San Miguel Power Association; Class III: American 
Whitewater, Dallas Creek Water Company, Divide Ranch 
& Golf  Club, Double D Ranch, Double Shoe Cattle Co., 
Ouray Silver Mines, Ridgway-Ouray Community Council, 
Ridgway Outdoor Experience, and Rocky Mountain Can-
nabis; plus dozens more Class II and I sponsors (see names 
at https://ridgwayriverfest.org/2017-festival-sponsors/).

Fly Fishing Film Tour & Uncompahgre 
River Benefit

Evaluation of Water Supply & Quality
UWP continues to gather important water quality data 
monthly through the River Watch program. We also took a lead 
role in two critical processes that began in 2017 and will evalu-
ate water supply and quality in Ouray County. In September, 
UWP Board Members Mike Johnson and Jay Montgomery 
began participating in the Ouray County Steering Committee 
for Stream Management and Planning, which is tasked with 
finding ways for local water resources to supply diverse uses as 
the population grows. UWP board members and contractors 
also began collaborating with the Colorado Department of  
Public Health & Environment  in October on analyzing water 
quality data for some tributaries in the watershed, as part of  
the TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Loads) Update.

RIGS Adventure Co. sponsored a showing of  the Fly 
Fishing Film Tour at the Sherbino Theater in Ridgway on 
March 18, 2017, to benefit the Uncompahgre River. The 
event attracted a standing-room-only crowd, and brought 
in $3,000, which was donated for use in an Uncompahgre 
Watershed Partnership project in cooperation with Trout 
Unlimited. Though the original plan was to fund reclamation 
work at the Humboldt Mine, that project is not yet feasible so 
the funds are now earmarked for the Billy Creek Fish Habitat 
Improvement Project.

Snowshoe Tour in Red Mountain Mining 
District, February 2017 – a fun, annual event, hosted 
by UWP and the Ouray County Historical Society, for raising 

awareness about the geology and mining legacy in our 
watershed, while raising a few dollars for both nonprofits.

10th Annual Ridgway RiverFest

Mine Remediation Project Update
Data from water sampling conducted after the comple-
tion of  UWP’s mine remediation projects will be analyzed and 
released in early 2018. The Atlas Mill/Sneffels Creek Stabiliza-
tion, Vernon Mine, and Michael Breen Mine Projects were fully 
implemented by the end of  2017, including additional seeding 
and vegetation at the Sneffels Creek site in November. Funded 
by a Colorado Department of  Public Health & Environment 
Nonpoint Source Grant, the projects are expected to improve 
water quality in three tributaries of  the Uncompahgre River.
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2017 Educational Activities
Thousands of youth gained a new understanding of  
local water ecosystems with watershed education provided by 
UWP board members in 2017. We volunteered at Colorado 
Parks & Wildlife Family Nature Night, the Ridgway Elementary 
School third-grade class, Shavano Conservation District’s 4th 
Grade Natural Resource Fair, and Voyager Youth Program 
Summer Camp. Dudley and Sharon Case, teaching in the first pho-
to, also volunteered monthly to do River Watch water sampling.

In March 2017, UWP sampled water and sediment 
at three locations along the Uncompahgre River to study 
the possible impacts of  an annual sediment release from 
the Ouray Hydrodam. The dam’s releases are necessary to 
remove accumulated sediment and other debris from the 
reservoir so the hydroelectric facility can continue to operate. 
The release results in an orange plume full of  heavy met-
als in the Uncompahgre River that lasts minutes to hours 
at different locations, but the dam itself  does not contribute 
additional heavy metals to the water, which is contaminated 
by upstream sources.
     UWP’s Project Manager Agnieszka Przeszlowska worked 
with UWP board members and advisors to conduct the 
sampling, and coordinated with various stakeholders includ-
ing Ouray Hydropower, Ouray County, Ouray, Ridgway, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, and Ridgway State Park. Data 
was then analyzed by Ashley Bembenek and Julia Nave of  
Alpine Environmental Consultants.
     In December, UWP released the report on the sediment 
release study, which found that all metal concentrations at-
tained aquatic life standards during the release. The arsenic 
concentrations measured at all three locations exceeded the 
human-health criterion before, during and after the sediment 
release. They also exceeded the human-health and raw water 
supply criteria in Ouray County during periodic measure-
ments over the 15-year period of  record.
     The Uncompahgre River is not used as a raw water sup-
ply source for Ouray, Ridgway, Loghill or other water provid-
ers in Ouray County, so the arsenic does not impact most 
local drinking water. However, wells in the river area could be 
impacted if  not built properly. UWP is planning to collabo-
rate with Ouray County Public Health Director Elisabeth 
Lawaczeck to sample water in those wells in 2018. 
     The report recommends further study of  the sediment re-
lease to get more comprehensive data. To read the report and 
its recommendations, go to: http://www.uncompahgrewatershed.
org/2017-hydrodam-sediment-release-study-report/.

UWP Board Member 
Dennis Murphy prepares 
to take macroinverte-
brate samples during 
the sediment release 
study in March 2017. 
Photo by Agnieszka 
Przeszlowska.

UWP Releases Report on Hydro-
dam Sediment Release Study

http://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/2017-hydrodam-sediment-release-study-report/
http://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/2017-hydrodam-sediment-release-study-report/


2017 UWP Board 
Members

Board
President
Anthony 
Ramsey

Board
Vice 
President 
Dennis 
Murphy

Board
Treasurer
Scott 
Williams

Board
Secretary
Judi 
Chamberlin

Dudley 
Case

Michael 
Johnson

Jay 
Montgomery

Gary 
Roberts

Brad 
Wallis

Picking the Partner of  the Year 
was particularly difficult in 2017, when 
we had so much support from so many 
corners of  the community. But, Patrick 
O’Leary was selected by the UWP board 
for his enthusiasm for our nonprofit mis-
sion. Patrick is known around Ridgway 
for his dedicated, ongoing support for 
historic buildings and local organizations 
such as the Ridgway Chautauqua Society. 

2017 Partner of the Year: Patrick O’Leary
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UWP’s 2017 Financial Report

Individual and business donors 
continued to support UWP with gener-
ous contributions in 2017. Besides the 
benefits of  protecting and improving our 
watershed, as well as providing charitable 
tax deductions, our nonprofit provided 
certificates to 46 Colorado residents for 
a total of  $3,576 Colorado state income 
tax credits.
     The RiverFest raised the most funds 
of  any event, netting $9,024. Two other 
successful fundraisers were Telluride 
Foundation’s Telluride Gives Day on Dec. 
16 that raised $1,673 and our year-end 
membership drive that raised $3,548. 
Plus, throughout the year, we received 
grants from the Telluride Foundation, 
Town of  Ridgway, RIGS Adventure Co., 
and Todd W. Hoffman Foundation.
     Here are UWP’s financial totals for 
the period since our founding in 2013 

Programs = 80%
Fundraising = 16%
Administration & Operations = 4%

2017 Fund Use by Category

     Patrick is always up for volunteering 
for UWP events whether it is sampling 
water high up in the mountains or staffing 
a fundraising event. With a big grin, he 
jovially stepped up as the emcee for the 
10th Annual Ridgway RiverFest, provid-
ing lively introductions to the day’s activi-
ties. He and his wife, Marti O’Leary, are 
also regular donors to UWP, especially on 
Telluride Gives Day in December.

through January 2018, which give the 
most accurate picture of  our fiscal health:

Revenues:  $463,177
Expenses:  $431,547

Net Revenue: $31,630

OUR MISSION:  The Uncompahgre Watershed Partnership exists to help 
protect the economic, natural, and scenic values of  the Upper Uncompahgre River 
Watershed.  We work to inform and engage all stakeholders and solicit input from 

diverse interests to ensure collaborative restoration efforts in the watershed.


