
surveys will be to improve 
water quantity, riverine eco-
system functions, recrea-
tional opportunities, and to 
create a diverse and active 
stakeholder group through 
outreach and education. 

We look forward to working 
with you to improve the 
health of the Uncompahgre 
and our community! 

The verdict is out:  the 
stakeholders of the Uncom-
pahgre River Valley want 
clean water! This need has 
been prioritized in the re-
cently completed Uncom-
pahgre Watershed Plan.  
Data collected in the recent 
past and during summer 
2012 high and low flows 
indicates that abandoned 
mines in the upper Uncom-

pahgre watershed substan-
tially contribute to heavy 
metal loading and acid mine 
drainage in the ore-rich Red 
Mountain District. The 
UWP will prioritize remedi-
ation of legacy mine sites to 
restore waters impaired by 
heavy metals through com-
munity and agency efforts.  
Our other goals as identified 
in the plan and stakeholder 
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Out with the tires, In with the seeds!  

Our local community has 
been fundamental in the 
improvement of the Uncom-
pahgre River . Back in April 
2012, several volunteers 
helped OSM/VISTA Matt 
Jurjonas and Dave Hale 
from the Billy Creek State 
Wildlife Area remove over 
100 tires from Burro Creek. 
Later in the year, Dave and 
his crew completely re-
moved these tires from the 
floodplain, leaving a cleaner 
creek behind.  

In August 2012, the UWP 
worked with Ouray County 
Weed Control and the Town 
of Ridgway to transplant 22 
cottonwoods from Ridgway 
State Park to Rollans Park. 
These trees increased native 
vegetation and will provide 
habitat for wildlife in the 

park. This project could not 
have been done without 
help from the community, 
the Southwest Conservation 
Corps, Town of Ridgway, 
Colorado Healthy Rivers 
Fund and the Noxious Weed 
Fund.  

October of 2012 marked 
another project in Rollans 
Park. Volunteers from our 
community as well as a Hu-
manists Doing Good from 
Grand Junction helped the 
UWP and Ron Mabry, 
County Weed Manager, seed 
over 1000 feet of stream 
bank with native grasses 
and flowers. We covered the 
area with biodegradable 
aspen fiber and straw fiber 
to enhance soil microcli-
mate and facilitate seed es-
tablishment next spring. 

Thank you to our star volun-
teers who made  this project 
a success: Dudley Case, 
Dickson Pratt, Jared Co-
burn, Dan Murphy, Chad 
Jukes, Gina Kitchen, Rein 
and Jan van West.  

 
Contact us to volunteer 

for future projects: 
UWPvista@gmail.com 
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As Ouray Countians know, summers 
are full of festivals, music and other 
outdoor events. In an effort to raise 
awareness about water conservation 
and the importance of healthy wa-
tersheds, the UWP participated in 
and helped organize several of these 
festivals.  

The May event was the Montrose 
Natural Resources Festival, orga-
nized by the Shavano Conservation 

District. The UWP was one of 21 
agencies that engaged 540 4th grad-
ers from Delta, Ouray and Montrose 

counties in various water conserva-
tion activities. The event was a hit! 

In June 2012, the UWP helped or-
ganize the 5th annual Ridgway River 
Festival, largely put on by the MOSA-
IC Community Project (MCP). The 
UWP coordinated the Watershed 
Education Tent which featured rep-
resentatives from local organizations 
and kid-friendly water education ac-
tivities.  The stream bugs intrigued  
even the parents. Additionally, the 
UWP helped organize the Riverfest’s 
Silent Auction – which raised over 
$2100 for MCP and the UWP. Other 
activities included live music, food, 
libations, and the renowned “Junk of 
the Unc” competition, where teams 
built buoyant structures out of “junk” 
and raced down the Uncompahgre. 
The UWP looks forward to next 
year’s Riverfest! 

The last summer festival was Lake 
Appreciation Day at the Ridgway 

State Park. The UWP again organized 
the Watershed Education Tent. A spe-
cial thanks to Tri-County Water Con-
servancy for sponsoring the food tent 
which included refreshing snow cones. 

Festivals, Food and Fun: Summer 2012 

Fall Fundraisers and Events! 
In November 2012, we screened a 
recently produced Robert Redford 
documentary called “Watershed” 
which showcases individuals who 
practice water conservation in the 
Colorado River Basin.  The newly-
renovated Sherbino Theater in Ridg-
way, CO was packed with movie-
goers excited to watch this informa-
tive film and drink beer donated by 
the Colorado Boy Brewery! Proceeds 
from beer donations will help fund 
our 3rd annual San Juan Mining Con-
ference in April 2013. “Watershed’s” 
main message was to convey the im-
portance of water conservation. The 
Colorado River no longer reaches its 
delta due to high water demands and 
diversions in the basin’s states. With 
the help of communities living in 
contributing watersheds, we can help 
the river reach its delta once again by 
reducing our water use.  

December 2012 marked the 4th annu-
al Colorado Wine, Chocolate and 
Cheese Fest held in the Ouray Com-
munity Center. The UWP was select-
ed as this event’s beneficiary!  The 
Winefest is widely attended by peo-
ple from all around the state who 
come to enjoy local wine, chocolate, 

cheese, liquor and crafts. This was a 
great funding and outreach opportuni-
ty for the UWP.  Big Thank You to 
Faith Parry for organizing the event 
and supporting local non-profits. 

Here are few highlights of UWP’s 
2012 fall events:  

The Buen Tiempo Restaurant in 
Ouray hosted UWP’s first Trivia 
Night! Over a dozen community 
members came out to test their local 
and world knowledge while enjoying 

delicious beer. The trivia night was 
also a fun way for anyone unfamiliar 
with the UWP to learn about our 
watershed. Buen Tiempo graciously 
donated 50% of draft beer sales to 
the UWP! Congratulations to Bernie 
Pearce for being the night’s overall 
winner and taking home a $250 Gift 
Certificate to TeaCo Biological Sup-
ply! Our next trivia night will be held 
at the Trail Town Still in Ridgway on 
February 20, 2013.  

 
Visit our website for water  

conservation tips: 
www.uncompahgrewatershed.org 
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Engaging and educating Ouray 
County’s youth is one UWP’s five 
core goals. The community is lucky 
enough to hold truly dedicated 
teachers that are willing to strength-
en their student’s knowledge 
through place-based education out-
side of the classroom. Here are ex-
amples of UWP’s involvement in the 
local school system.  

The Ridgway 4th graders celebrated 
Earth Day 2012 with the UWP and 
our Ouray County Weed Manager, 
Ron Mabry. The students planted 
native seeds, played some games, 
and went on a riparian scavenger 
hunt. They also enjoyed ice cream 

donated by Suzy Ulrich from Café 
Ridgway. It was a beautiful day to 
celebrate our planet! 

River Watch is a state-wide program 
that utilizes volunteers to sample 
local waterways and obtain water 
quality data that is used in legislation 
and scientific research. Starting in 
September 2012, The Ridgway 3rd 
graders became part of this larger 
effort. Arlene Crawford  secured a 
new sampling site and Ethan Funk 
adjusted his regular sampling sched-
ule to accommodate the students. 
The 3rd graders now look forward to 
getting outside of the classroom eve-
ry month, collecting real data and 
learning more about their local river. 

National Public Lands Day is a na-
tion-wide, presidentially-endorsed 
September event to encourage all 
citizens to get out onto their local 
public lands to protect, steward, and 
enjoy them. This year, the UWP cele-
brated with the Ouray 4th graders. 
Thanks to the World Water Monitor-
ing Challenge, we used a 4th-grade-
friendly water quality testing kit to 

measure the pH, dissolved oxygen, tur-
bidity and temperature of the Uncom-
pahgre River. The results were upload-
ed online as part of a world-wide initi-

ative to acquire water quality data. The 
students appreciated being part of this 
larger project to care for our public 
lands and waterways!  And we appreci-
ate their enthusiasm.  
        

Water Education in 2012 

If you are an educator interested in 
strengthening your curriculum, 

please e-mail: 

UWPvista@gmail.com 

projects, serve on a committee or 
become a board member, participate 
in UWP events, volunteer, or con-
tribute financial support.  Contact us 
and ask what you can do. 
 
A little about me… I’m Polish which 
explains all the consonants in my 
name, please don’t be intimidated.  I 
ventured to the Rocky Mountain 
West from CT in 2001 to attend 
graduate school at Colorado State 
University where  I received an MS 
and PhD in Rangeland Ecosystem 
Science with a focus in riparian ecol-
ogy and watershed science.  My hus-
band and I moved to Ridgway in fall 
2011 and immediately fell in love 
with Ouray County.  As the UWP wa-
tershed coordinator, I’m passionate 
about applying my science back-
ground to efforts that directly benefit 
our local community.  I’m delighted 
to collaborate with extremely vested 
and energetic stakeholders that sup-
port UWP’s mission. 
 
UWP is also fortunate to work with 
talented and enthusiastic OSM/

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome  to a new chapter of the 
Uncompahgre Watershed Partner-
ship.  FY 2012 was an exciting time 
of transition for us as we completed 
the Uncompahgre Watershed Plan 
(available on UWP’s website) and 
began to transition from planning to 
project implementation.  In FY 2013 
we will develop on-the-ground pro-
jects, continue outreach and educa-
tion efforts, and complete incorpo-
ration as a 501(c)3 non-profit.  We 
are committed to protecting and 
restoring the upper Uncompahgre 
watershed through coordinated 
community and agency efforts and 
welcome your participation in all 
our initiatives.   There are many 
ways you can help: provide input on 

VISTA Volunteers.  In April 2012 we 
bid farewell to Mattew Jurjonas who 
sustained the UWP through 2011.  
Matt went on to pursue a Master’s de-
gree in Conservation Leadership at 
CSU and passed the hat to Emily 
Galanto.  Emily joined the UWP after 
graduating with a BS in Environmental 
Biology from the University of Con-
necticut and completing several field 
tours with the Student Conservation 
Association in MA, CA, and FL. Emily 
has been coordinating UWP’s outreach 
and education initiatives, volunteer 
efforts, and fundraising events.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily and I look forward to working 
with you in 2013 ! 

-Agnieszka Przeszlowska, Coordinator 

Emily Galanto 

Coordinator’s Note 

Agnieszka Przeszlowska 



volunteer opportunities.  We 
will also plan community 
stakeholder meetings, films, 
presentations, fundraisers 
and educational programs.  
We are currently working 
with local schools to increase 
outdoor, placed-based educa-
tional activities.  Expect to see 
more “kids in the woods” or 
near the river. 

We will continue to work dili-
gently toward our primary 
objective of improving water 
quality in our watershed.  Our 
focus will be on developing 
mine remediation projects.  
In January 2013, we applied 
for a Nonpoint Source Pollu-
tion grant to conduct remedi-
ation at three abandoned 
mine sites: Atlas Mill, Vernon 
Mine and Michael Breen 
Mine.  Pending grant approv-
al in late March 2013, we will 
develop detailed remediation 
plans to start implementation 
in spring 2014.  We will also 

The upcoming year promis-
es to be action-packed with 
various projects and events.  
The annual San Juan 
Mining Conference will 
be held in Lake City on Apr. 
18-19, 2013.  This free, pub-
lic event will feature invited 
presentations on mine re-
mediation, the future of 
mining in the San Juan re-
gion and a half day field 
tour of the Ute Ulay Mine.   

The summer will be filled 
with fun in the sun at local 
events including Ridg-
way River Festival 
(June) and Lake Appreci-
ation Day (July).  Summer 
and fall service projects will 
include completion of the 
riparian revegetation in 
Rollans Park in Ridgway, 
weed pulling events, water 
sampling, and construction 
of an ADA-compliant fish-
ing pier at Crystal Lake.  
Keep your eyes peeled for 

continue to monitor devel-
opment of a Contingency 
Plan for further remediation 
at the Idarado mine sites.  
A community stakeholder 
meeting which will include 
updates from Idarado, 
DRMS and Colorado De-
partment of Public Health 
and Environment (CDPHE) 
is tentatively planned for 
March 2013.  Check the local 
papers and UWP website for 
announcements.   

In spring and fall, we will 
assist Colorado Water Quali-
ty Control Division and Di-
vision of Reclamation Min-
ing & Safety in water qual-
ity sampling.  Throughout 
the year, we’ll contribute to 
Town of Ridgway’s imple-
mentation of the Source Wa-
ter Protection Plan (SWPP) 
and continue to support the 
River Watch program.  
Contact us to contribute to 
these efforts.   

Looking Forward in 2013 Mailing Address 
UWP 
PO Box 1882 
Ouray, CO 81427 
 
Agnieszka Przeszlowska 
970-416-5372 
UWPcoordinator@gmail.com 
 
Emily Galanto 
860-930-6369 
UWPvista@gmail.com 

   Uncompahgre  Watershed Partnership 

Our mission: to protect and restore the Upper Uncompahgre River Watershed through coordinated community and agency    

efforts and to build an informed and engaged citizenry on watershed issues. We strive for a healthy river in a thriving community!  

www.uncompahgrewatershed.org 
Check us out on the web for updates, sign-up for monthly e-newsletters, and download the watershed plan. 

We’re recruiting new 
Directors for our 

Board.  Contact us be-
fore Apr. 2013 to join! 
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Ron Mabry has been working for Ouray County for 8 years eradicating invasive plant 

species like spotted knapweed, myrtle spurge, Canadian thistle and tamarisk.  This year, 

he partnered with the UWP to organize weekly June Weed-Pulls which helped reduce 

spotted knapweed in Rollans Park riparian areas.  He also contributed to our Earth Day 

2012 celebration during which he discussed the importance of native vegetation with 

Ridgway 4th graders and led them in planting native species near the 4H Event Center in 

Ridgway.  

Partner of the Year:  Ron Mabry, County Weed Manager 

Most notably, Ron secured funding through the Noxious Weed Fund to sponsor a Southwest Conservation Crew  and 

acquire equipment and materials for the Rollans Park. He thoroughly researched best practices for growing and protect-

ing native grass seeds and cottonwood trees to ensure success of the project.  Memorably,  he prepared lunches for our 

volunteers that were both delicious and nutritious!   

Ron is a jack of many trades.  In addition to being a  weeds warrior he is an avid fisherman, horseback rider, guitar play-

er, aikido practitioner, a vintner and wine connoisseur, chef, advanced Master Gardner, and first responder for Ouray 

County.  Ron’s colorful personality spices up all collaborative endeavors. Thank you Ron for all your work with the UWP!  


